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Following a tradition that 
dates back to 1979, the Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Cooperative 
recognized Master Shepherds for 
2014 at its annual meeting held 
on March 15 at the University of 
Wisconsin Arlington Research 
Station.

Lloyd and Phyllis Burgener, 
of Ram-Lin Acres, Richland 
Center, were honored as Master 
Shepherds in the Purebred Divi-
sion in recognition of their 
dedication to the purebred sheep 
industry. Lloyd was born into 
the sheep business in southern 
Illinois where his family raised 
Rambouillets and Lincolns and 
he grew up on the county and 
state fair circuit. After a hiatus to 
concentrate on business pursuits 
around the Midwest, including 

Master Shepherds Honored

Sue Rupnow, President of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Cooperative, presents the 2014 Master Shepherd – Purebred 
Division Award to Phyllis and Lloyd Burgener of Ram-Lin Acres, 
Richland Center, WI. The Burgeners are long time exhibitors 
of wool breed sheep at fairs across the country, including the 
Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival. Photo by Don Hessler

Todd and Lynnette Taylor 
were named by the Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Cooperative as 
recipients of the 2014 Wisconsin 
Sheep Industry Award and 
recognized at the annual meeting 
of the co-op held in conjunction 
with the Arlington Sheep Day.

In prepared remarks read at 
the recognition program, Dave 
Thomas, Professor of Sheep 
Management and Genetics at 

the UW-Madison College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
reflected on the Taylors and their 
influence on the sheep industry, 
both in Wisconsin and nationally 
and their impact at the Arlington 
Sheep Unit. The couple has four 
children; Jessica, Hannah, Justin 
and Hayden.

“I wish I was there to 
congratulate Todd and Lynnette 
on receiving the Wisconsin Sheep 

Industry Award. Anyone who has 
been around these two for even 
a small amount of time knows 
their sincere passion for the sheep 
industry and the tireless energy 
that they put into activities in 
support of the sheep industry.

I have had a most satisfying 
career working in sheep research, 
teaching, and Extension in 

When the Art Pope Award 
was established by the Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Cooperative 
in 1995, it was to recognize 
and honor exceptional service 
to the sheep industry, both in 
Wisconsin and nationally. Dr. 
A. L. Pope’s forty three years as 
a faculty member of the Meat 
and Animal Science Department 
at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, and his contributions to 
the industry both as a teacher and 
producer of purebred animals, 
exemplifies the type of person 
the award was to acknowledge. 
The 2014 Art Pope Award was 
presented to retired UW Shepherd 

Jim Elphick at the annual meeting 
of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Cooperative held in conjunction 
with the Arlington Sheep Day on 
March 15.

Few people were closer to 
Dr. Pope than Jim Elphick, who 
in 1993 closed out a career with 
the University of Wisconsin that 
spanned over four decades. Born 
and raised on a livestock farm 
near Whitewater, Wisconsin, 
he attended the three-year UW 
Farm Short Course and after 
graduating in 1950 was hired 
by the university as Assistant 
Shepherd under Tom McKenzie. 

A Lifetime of Service 
to the Sheep Industry 
Recognized

Former UW Shepherd Jim Elphick, seen here with wife 
Elinore, was awarded the 2014 Art Pope Award at the annual 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative Recognition Program 
held in conjunction with the Arlington Sheep Day. Elphick retired 
in 1993 after 43 years as UW Shepherd. Presenting the award 
is Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op President Sue Rupnow (l). 
Photo by Don Hessler

Taylor’s Receive Industry Award

At the cooperative’s recent 
annual meeting, Carol and 
Paul Wagner were honored 
as the recipients of the 2014 
Friend of the Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Award, recognized for 
their tireless efforts on behalf 
of both the organization and 
the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool 
Festival. The couple owns Hidden 
Valley Farm & Woolen Mill near 
Valders, WI, home to the largest 
registered flock of Coopworth 
sheep in North America, 
numbering over 190 head. It also 
home to a carding mill where 
the couple custom processes 
fiber and produces roving that 
is sold online and at a dozen or 
more shows and festivals around 
the country. Hidden Valley has 
been a supporting vendor at the 

Wagner’s Dedication to Industry Recognized

In accepting the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Award for 2014, 
Paul Wagner commented on the potential the future holds 
for the industry and challenged the audience to promote its 
products. Wagner and his wife Carol have been avid supporters 
of the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival since its start in 2002 
and volunteers for its fiber arts program for over a decade. The 
couple owns Hidden Valley Farm & Woolen Mill near Valders, 
WI. Presenting the award for the cooperative is Sue Rupnow, 
WSBC president. Photo by Don HesslerSee Wagner’s on Page 4

Lynnette and Todd Taylor were the recipients of the 2014 
Wisconsin Sheep Industry Award and recognized for their 
contributions to the sheep industry at the recent annual meeting 
of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op. L-R Sue Rupnow, WSBC 
President, Jessica Taylor and Todd Taylor. Photo by Don Hessler
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Welcome Spring! Thanks to all who participated in the Arlington 
Sheep Day and the WSBC Annual meeting. My personal thanks to 
Gary Klug and Steve Bingen for their years of service to the board and 
for their friendship along the way. Also, a huge welcome to Brandon 
Knutson and Deb Petzel as they join us. 

And to the rest of the board…..Thank you for all the hard work you 
do throughout the year. As the WSBC begins another year of exciting 
events, stay informed by visiting the website frequently.

If you aren’t already a member of the WSBC, I’d like to invite you 
to join us. As you read this newsletter and the website, you’ll see the 
many benefits that come from joining. 

Enjoy the warm weather and the great lamb prices.

Sincerely,
Sue Rupnow

President, Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative

NoTES FRoM THE 
PRESIDENT’S PEN

The Wisconsin Shepherd is a quarterly 
publication of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Cooperative, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the diverse interests of the 
Wisconsin sheep industry. inquiries about 
WSBC and address changes for WSBC and the 

Wisconsin Shepherd should be directed to Jill alf, executive Secretary-
treasurer, WSBC, 7811 Consolidated School road, edgerton, Wi 53534; 
608-868-2505 or wisbc@centurytel.net.

EDITOR Bob Black, 920-623-3536

ADvERTISIng MAnAgER lynn Crooks, 6742 State road 35 & 81, 
lancaster, Wi 53813; 608-723-6817; alcrooks@tds.net

WSBC officers and directors are:
PRESIDEnT  Sue rupnow: Wausau, 715-675-6894

vICE PRESIDEnT  Keith Schultz: ft. atkinson, 920-568-0895

elmer Held: oakfield, 920-583-3084
tim miller: Beloit, 608-751-2963
laura meyer: Watertown, 920-206-8445
Jeff Nevens: lodi, 608-592-7842
alan thorson: Columbus, 920-344-1235
Brandon Knutson: Clinton, 608 732-4955
debbie Petzel: Centuria, 612 578-1528

As Sue Sees It:

owning or managing several John 
Deere dealerships, the couple 
returned to raising sheep. In 1997 
they moved to Richland County 
where they converted a former 
dairy farm to a sheep operation.

At one point the Burgeners 
were lambing out over 225 
ewes, comprised of Corriedales, 
Lincolns, Rambouillets, 
Romneys, Natural Coloreds and 
com mer cials, though currently 
they have cut back to a flock of 
thirty Lincoln ewes. Looking 
back at the height of their show 
circuit days, Lloyd estimated that 
they have shown sheep at twenty 
five different state or regional 
shows across the country, from 
New Mexico to Maryland. 
Jeff Nevens, in making the 
presentation, remarked on the 
quality of animals that Ram-Lin 
Acres puts into the show ring. 
“When you look at the fiber 
that is on their animals it is just 
amazing—I really cannot say 
enough about the consistency and 
high quality of their fleeces.” 

The Master Shepherd Award 
for the Commercial Division was 
presented to Harland and Delight 
Walker whose farm, Green Gables, 
is located between Columbus and 
Waterloo. The Walkers manage 
175 Polypay ewes on the 120 acre 
farm where they have lived for 
the past thirteen years. Like many 
Wisconsin sheep operations, the 
flock is housed in a converted 
dairy facility, including a stanc-
hion barn which is utilized for 

lambing, along with a lean-to 
and former free-stall barn used 
for group penning of ewes and 
lambs. Lambing season begins in 
mid-March. The average lambing 
rate for the flock is currently at 
180% with the lambs fed to finish 
on the farm. The Walkers utilize a 
managed intensive grazing (MIG) 
system on twenty acres of pasture 
with the remainder of the farm 
in crops. They have carefully 
managed their pasture system 
and improved their paddock 
layout using technical assistance 
provided by Town & Country 
RC&D and Extension and hosted 
a pasture walk for graziers in 2012. 
In addition, they have been part 
of an Extension presentation that 
focused on converted facilities 

for sheep production. Harland 
is a past student of the Madison 
Area Technical College Sheep 
Production Program and both he 
and Delight are volunteers at the 
Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival. 
In making the presentation, 
Bob Black stressed the need for 
sustainability in the commercial 
sheep industry and pointed to the 
Walkers as “exemplary of the past 
recipients of this award.” Delight 
is a Teachers Aid for the Marshall 
School District, while Harland, 
in addition to managing the farm, 
does custom field work, drives 
for Duffy Grain and is currently 
president of Medina Mutual 
Insurance Company. 

ARLINgToN Continued from page 1

Harland and Delight Walker, Waterloo, WI, were the recipients 
of the 2014 Master Shepherd – Commercial Division Award. 
Delight Walker (l) accepts the award from WSBC President Sue 
Rupnow. The 6th Annual Arlington Sheep Day drew over 200 
producers and youth to the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
research facilities. Photo by Don Hessler

September 5-7
Jefferson Fair Park

Jefferson, WI

Wisconsin 
Sheep & Wool 

Festival

Think outside
    the fleece...! 

The Wisconsin Livestock 
Breeders Association (WLBA) 
is planning another year of 
shows and events, including the 
Wisconsin Spring Preview Show 
scheduled for Saturday, June 7, 
at Jefferson Fair Park, Jefferson, 
WI. The popular beef, sheep 
and swine show helps prepare 
youth and their livestock projects 
for the summer show season 
and is a sanctioned point-show 
by the Wisconsin Club Lamb 
Association and Wisconsin Show 
Pig Association. Entries are due 
(postmarked) by May 5.

The 2014 Wisconsin Junior 
Livestock Show Camp is 
scheduled for June 14-15th, at 
the Wisconsin State Fair Park 
in West Allis. This two-day 
camp is organized and held 
each year for youth interested in 
learning or perfecting showing 
and fitting techniques, livestock 
management and evaluation, and 
meeting new friends involved in 
the livestock industry. This year’s 
beef clinicians are Andy & Leah 
Mindemann, Mindemann Farms, 

Sullivan, WI. The swine clinician 
will be Ben Schmaling, Ames, 
IA, and the sheep clinician will 
be posted on the WLBA soon. 
Parents may attend the camp with 
their child for a more effective 
learning experience. Registration 
deadline is May 15.

The 2014 Wisconsin Summer 
Spectacular show will be held 
on Saturday, August 16 at a new 
location, the Central Wisconsin 
State Fair, Marshfield, WI. This 
popular end of the summer show 
will continue to be the relaxed, 
fun-filled show held in northern 
Wisconsin that it has been known 
for. Educational contests will 
be held at this event as well as 
the historical beef, sheep and 
swine shows. Entries are due 
(postmarked) by July 31, 2014. 
Information and applications 
for each event can be found on 
the WLBA website at www.
wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com 
or by contacting WLBA Executive 
Director, Jill Alf at 608-868-2505 
or alfhamp@centurytel.net.

Wisconsin Livestock 
Breeders Announce 
2014 Events
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• Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
• Friday 8 a.m. to noon

Sheep and Goat auctions on Tuesday at 8 a.m., and a Breeding  
Sheep & Goat auction on the first Tuesday of every month at 10 a.m.

Central Livestock
Association

A Company of Genex Cooperative, Inc.

Zumbrota Market
Phone 877/732-7305 • www.centrallivestock.com

Tom Ostlie 612-532-0966

WE SELL  
SHEEP  
EVERY DAY  
IN ZUMBROTA

During 2013 the American 
Sheep Industry embarked on a 
critical self-evaluation. The impetus 
of this Sheep Industry Assessment 
was producer con cerns about the 
extreme price volatility, concerns 
over product quality, and ever-
shrinking infra structure. Leading 
this effort was The Hale Group, 
spearheaded by Bob Ludwig, and 
with help from industry leaders 
representing a variety of regions 
and segments across the industry. 
The result of this assessment is the 
Sheep Industry Roadmap. 

The Roadmap established four 
major goals:
•  Make American lamb a premier 

product every time
•  Promote lamb as a premier meat
•  Improve productivity to remain 

competitive
•  Work together as a whole industry

The figure identifies the thirteen 
objectives that support the four 
goals.

To accomplish these goals 
different teams have been 
assembled in the last three months. 
These teams are beginning the 
process of accomplishing the 
various objectives under each goal 
included in the body of the report. 
Some objectives can probably be 
accomplished within 2014, while 
others will take several years to 
accomplish. 

Much more detail can be 
downloaded from the website 
www.lambcheckoff.com. The full 
report clearly indicates that every 
sector of the industry will need to 
make changes in the way it does 
business.

While the teams address the 
goals over the next year, for 
producers in Wisconsin the single 
biggest action must be to use 
every possible tool that Extension 
Service personnel have provided 
to improve productivity and reduce 
costs of production to remain 
competitive with imported lamb. 
This will include:
•  Quantitative genetic selection – to 

produce high quality lambs and 
improve lambing rates

•  Greater feed efficiency
•  Greater labor efficiency
•  Effective disease control

The Roadmap will require a 
major “sea change” for the lamb 
industry. Tweaking the dials will 
not be enough. Every participant 

in the American lamb industry will 
have to change the way they do 
business. It will be messy. It will 
be painful.

The industry cannot continue 
as it has been. The industry must 
change.

To ask questions about the 
Roadmap or to make suggestions for 
the Roadmap, you can communicate 
with the following two members 
of the Implementation Team that 
is guiding the overall effort to 

accomplish the desired results:
Cody Hiemke, a Wisconsin 

resident who is employed by Niman 
Ranch and represents the American 
Lamb Board on the Implementation 
Team, can be reached at codyh@
nimanranch.com, and Paul 
Russell, an Indiana producer who 
represents state sheep associations 
on the Implementation Team, 
can be reached at farmer1224@
hughes.net.
~ Robert Ludwig, The Hale Group

The Lamb Industry Roadmap
Goal 1. Product Improvement
◆  Adopt consumer-driven, value-based pricing for slaughter lambs
◆  Improve consumers’ eating experience of lamb
◆  Install electronic grading at packing plants
◆  Conduct a Lamb Quality Audit every three years

Goal 2. Demand Creation
◆  Create a consumer-recognized and valued “American Lamb” 

brand limited to American lamb products of a defined quality
◆  Develop innovative value-added products
◆  Support non-traditional sheep producers across the country 

through a series of niche marketing activities
◆  Explore the benefits and costs of alternative paths to market for 

American lamb
◆  Build the volume and value of the export market for American 

lamb

Goal 3. Productivity Improvement
◆  Promote widespread producer use of quantitative genetic selection
◆  Reduce the seasonality of the lamb industry
◆  Develop a long-term plan for U.S. Sheep research and producer 

education

Goal 4. Industry Collaboration
◆  Initiate a Rapid Response, Industry-Wide Communications Team

Objectives Included Under Each Goal

Buyers of Quality Fed Slaughter Lambs, 
Feeder Lambs and Cull Sheep

For a consistent and competitive market in the upper 
Midwest for your quality sheep, please call us at any 

time at one of our two different locations.

Bloomington 
Livestock Exchange

   9663 Cty Rd A Bloomington, WI  53804
   608-994-2020 bloomingtonlivestock.com

Now that you have tried the rest,  please try 
the best!  No trucking  fees,  no  commission 

fees and a competitive market.

Bloomington Livestock Exchange,  Bloomington, WI
608-994-2020 -or- Kevin’s Cell: 608-732-0732

Jerome Huber Reload Facility,  Oxford, WI    
608-586-5735 -or- Jerome’s Cell: 608-697-0421

At Badgerland Financial, we focus on serving farms and 

agribusinesses of all types and sizes. We know what 

matters to you because they are the same things that 

matter to us. We know you because we are you. So let’s 

get working—together. Visit badgerlandfinancial.com 

or call us at (877) 789-9058.

WE KNOW AG
BECAUSE 
WE ARE AG

©2014 Badgerland Financial, ACA. NMLS ID 458065.
This Agency is an Equal Opportunity Provider. 

LOANS & LEASES - real estate, operating, 
capital, equipment and more

INSURANCE - crop insurance, life/
disability insurance and more

BUSINESS SERVICES - ag tax 
services, accounting services,    
appraisals and more
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Nasco Farm & Ranch
Wisconsin Shepherd
Winter 2014
WS1401

WS1401

Looking for a ram to make a real difference in your flock? The rams 
pictured above are representative of those sold to our customers last 
year. We think they look great; but we don’t want you to choose a ram 
on appearance only. That’s why we provide as much data as possible; 
especially EBV’s (Expected Breeding Values) on loineye and growth. 
We have been doing loineye scanning for the past 15 years and 
participating in the National Sheep Improvement Program for 9 years. 
Therefore, these rams went to customers who not only liked their 
appearance but know that their offspring will improve their flocks. 

Last year we sold 30 breeding sheep to customers in four states. 
Success stories are numerous, one of which was offspring from MGR 
223 ram who sired the top pen of market lambs at the Ohio State Fair 
(2012). The pen of lambs produced top judged pen and top carcass 
pen with 17 pens competing. 

We want you to be satisfied with your purchase. Therefore, all of our 
stock are guaranteed to breed. All sheep are Registered Suffolk and 
RR/NN. Let us help you find a ram that will have a positive impact on 
your flock. Also for sale are 20 ewes (many 2 to 4 years old). See 
them and their lambs from this year.

MINT GOLD RANCH
Dale & Judy Dobberpuhl

5807 County Road X, De Pere, WI 54115
920-864-7732 • www.mintgoldranch.com

email: mintgoldranch@gmail.com

2013 rams that went on to make a difference 
in 5 flocks from Iowa to Vermont.

Read splendid results of deworming sheep. A USDA 
sponsored S.A.R.E. study shows the tremendous 
effectiveness of pure garlic juice on sheep. Read the study 
on our website: www.GarlicBarrier.com.

Total cost for 9 doses during the year is only 98¢—
including all garlic, shipping and handling. Allows 1 dose 
every 3 weeks for 6 months.

Orders taken on the phone or internet: 1-800-424-7990. 
Garlic Barrier comes in 2 sizes, gallons and quarts. Do not 
order the quart size for deworming, only the gallon size is 
pure garlic juice, quarts are only 10% garlic juice.

Garlic Barrier also keeps ticks and fleas off your cows 
and horses when they are in the pasture. Use a garden 
spray and spray legs and body - no deadly ticks or 
worrisome fleas get onto the animals. Cheap and effective 
for up to 3 weeks per spraying. 

See our website for pricing.

Eazi-Breed™ Sheep CIDR®
Now available at ANIMART
To order call 800.255.1181

WAgNER’S Continued from page 1

Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival 
since the event began thirteen 
years ago.

Carol Wagner has been the 
coordinator for the fiber arts 
program at Jefferson since 2004. 
Headlined as Wonders of Wool, 
the 2014 program includes 
seventy two separate classes, 
from “Navajo Spinning” to 
“How to Buy A Fleece,” taught 
by instructors from across the 
country and with an expected 
enrollment of over 450 students, 
some of whom will travel to 
Jefferson from as far away as 
Alaska and Florida. 

In making the presentation, 

festival chair Bob Black spoke 
of the importance of the fiber arts 
classes to the event and the role 
that the couple has played in their 
success. “Wonders of Wool is the 
fuel that drives the Wisconsin 
Sheep & Wool Festival,” Black 
said, adding that it would only 
take a look at the co-op’s financial 
statement to realize how crucial 
the fiber arts has become to both 
the event and to the organization 
that hosts it. Speaking to the 
dedication of the couple to their 
industry and to the festival Black 
pointed out that, “At one time, 
Carol and Paul did it all, from 
putting the classes together, to 

setting up tables, chairs and 
dividers at the fairgrounds.” Later 
asked why she continues in her 
pivotal and demanding role, Carol 
Wagner exclaimed “It’s my way 
of promoting the sheep industry,” 
adding, “I come from a great 
tradition of volunteering and this 
is my way of giving back.”

The Wisconsin Sheep & Wool 
Festival will be held at Jefferson 
Fair Park in Jefferson, WI on 
September 5-7. For complete 
registration information for 
Wonders of Wool classes, go 
to the festival website at www.
wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.
com.

Wisconsin 
Sheep 
Breeders 
Cooperative 
Scholarship 
Deadline

The Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Cooperative (WSBC), 
will award up to two $1000 
college scholarships to youth 
involved in the sheep industry. 
Applicants or their parents 
must be current members of 
the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Cooperative. Additionally, 
applicants must be a high school 
senior graduating in 2014, or a 
college student age 21 or under, 
and must be active in the sheep 
project through 4-H, FFA, or 
a junior breed organization. 
Scholarship applications are 
due June 16, 2014 and can be 
found under Youth Activities 
on the WSBC website at www.
wisbc.com. Questions regarding 
the scholarship should be 
directed to WSBC Executive 
Secretary Jill Alf at wisbc@
centurytel.net or 608-868-2505. 
WSBC scholarships are funded 
through proceeds raised from 
the Shepherd’s Auctions held 
at the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool 
Festival.
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Top Ten Management Tips for Sustainability in Commercial Flocks
Given the high cost of feed 

and the often roller-coaster lamb 
prices, staying in business is on 
the minds of many Midwestern 
sheep producers, particularly 
those with commercial operations. 
At the recent Arlington Sheep 
Day, Dave Thomas, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison Professor of 
Sheep Management and Genetics, 
out lined some tips that shepherds 
should utilize when their goal is 
sustainability.

1 Use productive ewes: The 
number of lambs marketed per 

ewe on a yearly basis is the most 
critical indicator of profit in a sheep 
operation and the annual returns on 
a per ewe basis rise dramatically 
when going from a 120% lambing 
rate to a 200% rate. What are 
productive ewes? Those that can 
sustain a 200% lambing rate, 
have optimum milk production, 
moderate body size, white-fleeced, 
crossbred or composite breed, are 
easy-care and have the ability to 
breed out of season. 

2 Purchase rams with desir
able genetics: Most genetic 

improvement comes from ram 
selection, so Thomas advises 
producers to purchase rams with 
high estimates of genetic value 
(EPDs/EBVs) for the quickest 
path to flock genetic improvement. 
Rams selected to sire productive 
ewes should excel for maternal 
traits, such as number of lambs 
born/weaned and for milk 
production, while rams selected for 
terminal market lambs should excel 
for growth rate and carcass merit. 

3 Utilize an organized cross
breeding system: Cross-

breeding utilizes the strong points 
of two or more breeds and hybrid 
vigor, increasing the performance 
over the average of purebreds, 
particularly with such traits as lamb 
survival and weaning weights. 

4 Feed ewes what they need – 
don’t overfeed: The amount 

of TDN (total digestible nutri ents) 
for a 175 pound ewe can vary from 
1.5 pounds per day during her dry 
period (approx imately 19 weeks) to 
just over 3 pounds per day during 
the average 8 weeks of lactation. 

5 Reduce feed waste: Use 
good feeding equipment to 

keep waste to a minimum. Thomas 
suggested that a big bale feeder can 
reduce hay wastage by as much as 
40% over no feeder at all.

6 Maximize use of pasture: 
Every day of grazing could 

potentially reduce feed costs by 
almost thirty cents a ewe, which 
in a 100-ewe flock could add up to 
savings in feed costs of over $6,000 
per year. In addition, pasturing 
reduces the need for bedding and 
as a result less manure to haul, 
generally healthier animals, and 
is more environmentally posi-
tive, resulting in a positive public 
perception. 

7 Reduce lamb losses: This 
is an area where most sheep 

operations can improve. First get 
as many lambs on the ground 
as possible. Thomas cited three 
common disease problems that 
can affect abortion rates, such 
as enzootic abortion (EAE/
Chlamydial Abortion); Vibrio; and 
Toxoplasmosis and outlined ways 
to reduce their prevalence. He also 
pointed out simple management 
steps to prevent lamb starvation 
once the lambs are on the ground, 
such as culling poor milking ewes 
or ewes with damaged udders; 
providing adequate late pregnancy 
nutrition and eliminating Ovine 
Progressive Pneumonia from a 
flock, which in turn can improve 
milk production. But getting 
lambs off to a good start is also 
crucial to survival rates, which is 
where early attention to weak or 
under-nourished lambs is critically 
important. Thomas also advised 
producers to think carefully 
about potential predator losses, 
particularly with ewes and lambs 
on pasture and to consider control 
measures like guard animals or 
electric fencing. He also outlined 
common diseases and parasitism 
that can be major factors in lamb 
mortality such as pneumonia, 
Coccidiosis, Entertoxemia (over-
eating disease), internal parasites, 
soremouth, white muscle disease, 
urinary calculi and lamb polio. 

8 Eliminate progressive wast
ing diseases of ewes: Thomas 

listed three major health issues 
that can reduce flock profit ability. 
Caseous lympha denitis (CAE) can 
be controlled with good biosecurity 
and good prac tices at shearing time, 
culling of sheep with abscesses 
and if necessary, vaccination with 
Case-Bac. Johne’s Disease can 
be brought under control through 
blood testing of animals and/or 
culturing the organism from fecal 
samples, then culling positive 

animals. In addition, maintain 
excellent sanitation allowing no 
fecal contamination of feeders and 
waterers. To reduce the prevalence 
of Ovine Progressive Pneumonia 
(OPP), Thomas advises annual 
blood testing of animals over 7 
months of age and culling any that 
show positive. Keep positive and 
negative sheep separated and then 
utilize genetic susceptibility tests to 
select flock sires.

9 Know your market and 
produce quality lamb and 

wool: Understand why your hair-
breed cross lambs might bring 

less than other lambs at a terminal 
market, or why your intact ram 
lambs that are young and muscular 
are discounted.

10 Investigate alternative 
markets: Know your 

options, such as direct marketing 
lambs and raw fleeces. Can you 
further process your wool and direct 
market the resulting products? Is 
direct marketing of lamb cuts, meat 
products and/or wool products at 
farmers markets, festivals over 
the Internet or to individuals a 
possibility? 

This information was present-

ed at the 6th Annual Arlington 
Sheep Day, March 15, 2014. The 
Arlington Sheep Day is sponsored 
by the College of Agricultural and 
Life Sciences of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, Cooperative 
extension of the University of 
Wisconsin-Extension and the 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Cooperative. For more information 
related to this presentation, contact 
Dave Thomas at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison Department of 
Animal Science, 608 263-4306 or 
dlthomas@wisc.edu.

UW-Madison Ph.D. graduate Student Tom Murphy covered selection and judging of breeding 
sheep as part of the Arlington Sheep Day youth and beginning shepherd program that also 
focused on lambing time management.

Jeff Held, Sheep Extension Specialist from 
South Dakota State University, spoke at the 
6th Annual Arlington Sheep Day, outlining 
management tips for market lambs and 
covering co-products for ewe and lamb diets. 
Close to two hundred producers and youth 
attended the yearly clinic. Photo by Don Hessler

Dave Thomas, Professor of Sheep Management 
& genetics at the UW-Madison, and Dr. Doris 
olander, Veterinary Epidemiologist, USDA/
APHIS Veterinary Services, were both speakers 
at the March 15 Arlington Sheep Day. olander 
gave an overview of the National Scrapie 
Eradication Programs and Thomas covered 
critical management tips for sustainability of 
sheep operations.

The Sheep & Goat Fund encourages innovation 
and efficiency in the sheep and goat industries by 
providing credit to eligible and qualified entities. 
These loans are a valuable tool for sheep and goat 
producers who need assistance in financing projects 
that go beyond the farm gate. Loans are available in 
amounts up to $1.5 million per applicant.

1-800-237-7193 ext. 10 - www.sheepandgoatfund.com

Never before have funds been available to increase sheep numbers. NLPA has developed this 
one-of-a-kind program that adds a new dimension to the Sheep & Goat Fund for new and 
current producers looking for a loan to increase their flock with breeding stock.

• Minimum loan amount of $50,000 with a five-year maturity date.
• Proceeds may only be used for the purchase of breeding animals, not used for other 

operating expenses.
• Generational transition of sheep operations and/or those with a developed mentor 

relationship with an experienced producer are encouraged to apply.

Looking to expand your flock?
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NutraStart® 
Lamb Milk Replacer,

 The Best Mixing & Ingredients

$5 OFF COUPON
Buy more.  Spend less.  Inquire about volume discounts on Lamb, Goat or Calf Milk Replacer. Call: 630-715-1281

Same quality products
under a new brand!

Over the next year
Milk Specialties Global

will be transitioning from Advance®
to NutraStart® branded products

Customer’s Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Email:

Number of lambs raising:

Store and Location:

Circle the number of items
purchased with coupon

1     2     3     4     5

Take $5 OFF the purchase of a 25 lb size bag. 
Either NutraStart® or Advance® Lamb Milk Replacer
Limit: 5 items per coupon.
Redeem coupon at a participating Farm Store.
Call 800-323-4274 for a location near you.

Expires Oct 31, 2014

TERMS & CONDITIONS: MANUFACTURER’S COUPON : Redeem this coupon at time of purchase. Coupon applies to the purchase of up to 5, coupon-specific products. 
Coupon may only be used once, and must be forfeited at time of redemption. Offer good only at participating locations. Not redeemable for cash. Customer is responsible 
for applicable sales tax. Void where prohibited, taxed or restricted by law. NutraStart is trademark of Milk Specialties Co. © 2014.  MilkSpecialtiesGlobal.com  

Farm Store: Please return to Milk Specialties Global / Consumer Group for reimbursement (must be postmarked by Dec 1, 2014) .
Mail to: Milk Specialties Global  7500 Flying Cloud Dr.  Suite 500  Eden Prairie  MN 55344

Indianhead Sheep Breeders 
Celebrates 20 Years!

The Indianhead Sheep Breeders Associ-
ation named the Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Cooperative as the recipient of 
the 2014 Friend of the Association Award 
in recognition of the WSBC’s long time 
support of the ISBA Shepherds’ Clinic. 
Receiving the award on behalf of the WSBC 
is Dave Thomas (l), clinic speaker and UW-
Madison Professor of Sheep Management 
and genetics and Dale Dobberpuhl (r), 
DePere, WI and ISBA member. The 
producer group represents 22 counties 
in northwest Wisconsin and in February 
celebrated the twentieth anniversary of its 
popular clinic. Indianhead Sheep Breeders 
Association Photo

Corinne Arnevik-Hansen, Cameron, WI, received the Extra 
Mile Award for her service to the Indianhead Sheep Breeders 
Association at the 2014 ISBA Shepherds’ Clinic in Rice Lake. 
Arnevik-Hansen served as ISBA Director-Treasurer, spring sale 
chair and past coordinator of the silent auction for the clinic. 
Presenting the award is Duane Klindworth, ISBA President, 
Augusta, WI. Indianhead Sheep Breeders Association Photo

TAyLoR’S Continued 
from page 1

800-858-5974
www.CallicrateBanders.com

HUMANE – BLOODLESS – DRUG FREE

CALL FOR ADISTRIBUTOR NEAR YOU.

EARLY CASTRATION

DELAYED CASTRATION

• Remove Horns
• Dock Tails
• Treat Prolapses

Proudly 
MADE
INUSA

Oregon, Illinois, and Wisconsin. 
The main reason that the past 37 
years have been enjoyable and 
productive is due to the excellent 
managers of the sheep units at 
these institutions that I have 
worked with. Todd probably will 
be the last university shepherd that 
I will work with in a professional 
capacity, and I could not have 
asked for a better colleague. 
Lynnette also works part-time 
at the sheep unit and puts in far 
more hours and time than she is 
paid for, and she is instrumental 
in the successful operation of the 
unit. 

In addition to all the things 
they do to support sheep research 
and teaching at the university, 
they also have several signature 
accomplishments that have 
extended the use of the sheep unit 
beyond the university to the direct 
benefit of sheep producers:
•  Starting an Arlington Sheep 

Day was Todd’s idea. This is the 
6th Annual event and over 100 
people have attended each year.

•  Complete organization of the 
annual Beginning Sheep Shear-
ing School is done by Lynnette 
and Todd.

•  The annual Badger Production 
Sale was Todd’s idea, and this 
event annually sells perfor-
mance tested ewe lambs from 
the Arlington flock into flocks 
throughout the U.S.

•  Todd and Lynnette are both 
active in leadership roles with 
the Wisconsin Sheep and Wool 
Festival – some of the activities 
involve sheep from the Arlington 
flock, but they volunteer for 
other festival activities as well.

I could list many other services 
performed by Todd and Lynnette 
for the Wisconsin Sheep Industry, 
but you should know that Todd 
and Lynnette also are well 
recognized nationally for their 
sheep activities. They are active 
at national shows and sales with 
the university sheep, and Todd 
serves on the Genetic Stakeholder 
Committee of the American Sheep 
Industry Association and on the 
Board of the National Sheep 
Improvement Program. Todd and 
Lynnette bring recognition to the 
Wisconsin sheep industry with 
their national activities.

Congratulations to Todd and 
Lynnette. This is a wonderful 
recognition of all the time, effort, 
and truly hard work that you give 
in support of the Wisconsin Sheep 
Industry.”

 “Raising a Passion 
for Excellence”

Dave & Mary Troxel
Sara, Chris, Courtney and Seth

N6127 – 9th Ave
Plainfield, WI 54966

715-335-6854 • Farm
 715-340-4812 • Sara
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MERRICK'S, INC.

The Performance Leader in Baby Animal Nutrition

®

"the ideal replacement
for ewe's milk!"

A Subsidiary of
Merrick Animal Nutrition, Inc.

SUPER LAMB

with
SPECIAL DIRECT FED MICROBIALS

LAMB & KID
ELECTROLYTE PACK

BLUE RIBBON

Merrick's Lamb and Kid Electrolytes provide
a specific combination of proven ingredients
to optimize water and electrolyte absorption
in lambs and kids.

TM

Middleton, WI 53562-0307 USA  © 2014

www.merricks.com

For more
information
visit:

1-800-MER-RICK (637-7425)

The most trusted name in lamb milk replacers!

A Source of Live, Viable,
Naturally Occurring Microorganisms

 Now with
®

and 25 lb bags.

 24% all milk proteins & 30% fat.
  Formulated "just for lambs" with

  Instantized for easy mixing.

  Nonmedicated.

  Low lactose reduces bloat.

  Added selenium.

  150 IU/lb Vitamin E.

  Coconut oil for easy digestion.

  Stays in suspension up to 24 hrs.

  Available in 8 lb pails

GFW 
Groenewold fur & wool co. 

304 E. Avon Street 
PO Box 663 

Forreston, IL  61030   
Tel: 815-938-2381  

email: office@gfwco.com  

web: www.gfwco.com 

The Midwest’s  
#1 Wool Merchant 

 

ELPHICK Continued from page 1

Following a tour of duty with the 
Army Veterinary Corps in Japan, 
Jim returned to the UW and in 
1958 accepted the position of 
Head Shepherd. That same year 
he married Elinore Brew whom 
he had known since childhood 
when both families exhibited at 
the Wisconsin State Fair. 

In 1950 the university South-
down, Shropshire and Hampshire 
flocks were housed at the Hill 
Farms complex west of the 
campus, now the site of Hilldale 
Shopping Center and the State 
Office Building. Four years later 
Suffolks were added and following 
a move to the Arlington Farms, 
Targhees became the fifth breed 
under Jim’s care. Shortly before 
his retirement in 1993, he brought 
Polypays to the university flock.

Jeff Nevens, Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Co-op Director, in 
recognizing Elphick’s service 
to the industry, reflected on his 
will ing ness to serve beyond his 
university position. “It wasn’t 
just his work with the univer sity 
that people remember. He worked 
closely with Lyle Roe and the 
Madison Area Technical College 
sheep program by serv ing on the 
Production Advisory committee, 
and with the Wisconsin Central 
Sheep Producers and was highly 
involved with the Columbia 
County Fair,” adding that “Jim 
was always willing to put together 
classes and groups of sheep for 
clinics and seminars.” Jim and 
Elinore were frequent chaperones 
for Dr. Pope’s spring class trips to 
the University of Minnesota and 

Spooner Research Station and 
Jim judged countless county fairs 
through out his career earning a 
reputa tion as a judge who, as a 
young exhibitor, Dave Thomas 
remembered, “called ‘em as he 
saw ‘em.”

His willingness to serve 
brought Jim Elphick much recog-
nition throughout his career as 
UW Shepherd, including the 
Spooner Sheep Day Award, U.S. 
Targhee Sheep Association Hall 
of Fame, Wisconsin Targhee 
Hall of Fame, Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Cooperative Friend 
of the Industry Award and the 
Wisconsin State Fair Sheep Barn 
Hall of Fame. 

Dave Thomas, Professor of 
Sheep Management & Genetics 
at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison and part of the Meat 
& Animal Science Department 
faculty since 1991, expressed 
his admiration for the former 
shepherd and his longtime friend. 
“I can think of absolutely no 
one who is more deserving of 
this very prestigious recognition 
than Jim Elphick. Not only has 

Jim made great contributions to 
the Wisconsin and U.S. sheep 
industries over many years, but he 
also has had the privilege of being 
associated, more closely and for 
more years than anyone else, with 
the person for whom this award is 
named – Art Pope.”

LAMB AUCTION
EQUITY COOPERATIVE LIVESTOCK

SALES ASSOCIATION’S

www.equitycoop.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please Call 800-362-3989, ext 131.

Your full-service livestock marketing, 
commodity trading and agricultural

fi nancing cooperative!

Proven as one of the MOST COMPETITIVE
forms of marketing lambs.

IT’S THE WAY TO GO!
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Calendar of Events

3696 Country Aire Drive
Cedarburg, WI 53012

262-377-1491 • Dick
262-375-0814 • Mark

rsrmke@att.net
4 Miles East of Jackson on SE Corner of 

Hwy. 60 and Country Aire Drive (Hwy. M)

Clothing, jewelry, 
Christmas cards, stationery, 

stuffed animals, books, 
figurines and calendars for the 

sheep enthusiast.

Ewesful Gifts
7868 State Road 73

Columbus, WI 53925
 Order Toll Free 877 393-7385

or 920 623-3536
www.ewesfulgifts.com - free catalog

HIDDEN VALLEY FARM
& WOOLEN MILL

• Custom Carding
• Roving & batts for

spinning
• Quilting batts &

reconditioning
• Hand-tied quilts
• Registered

Coopworth Sheep

Paul & Carol Wagner
14804 Newton Rd.,
Valders, WI 54245

920-758-2803

Registered C.S.S.N.A.

Erdman Texel 
Sheep
Texels – 

to put the MEAT 
back in your sheep!

OPP Negative 

• Scrapie Certified

RON ERDMAN
4362 So. Lake Fern Rd., 

Polo, IL 61064
815-564-7149

www.erdmantexel.com

The Business Directory
Published by The Wisconsin Shepherd

“Ewe” too can join 
The Business Directory

Members pay $110 for 4 issues or $40/issue; non-members $140 for 4 issues or $50/issue. 
Call Lynn Crooks at 608-723-6817.

For Your Advertising Needs,
for Subscription Rates 
or to Receive a 4-week 

Complimentary Paper Contact:

The Country Today
PO Box 570

Eau Claire WI 54702
715-833-9276 • 800-236-4004

joann.utphall@ecpc.com
www.thecountrytoday.com

sue.bauer@ecpc.com

Jones 
Shearing

Experienced and dependable
Shearing sheep, goats,

alpacas, and llamas.

Covering Wisconsin, UP,
Northern Illinois, and Eastern Iowa

jonesshearing@gmail.com
715-424-1023

www.facebook.com
search: jonesshearing

Extreme Edge
Professional Sharpening

Experienced • Dependable 
Fair Prices • Mail-in Service

For All Your Sharpening Needs
• Large and Small Animal 

Clipper Blades
• Sheep Hand Shears 

Hoof Trimmer / Hoof Knives
Clipper Repair / Sales

Oster / Leister / Premier / Others
3618 Vermont Rd. 

Woodstock, IL 60098
Info@ExtremeEdge1.com
www.ExtremeEdge1.com

847-683-0275

April 9 – June 22—From the Heart Exhibit, Museum of Quilts & Fiber Arts, 
N50 W5050 Portland Road, Cedarburg, WI www.wiquiltmuseum.com 262 546-0300.

April 25—State FFA Livestock Judging Contest – Information: Bernie O’Rourke, 
borourke2@ansci.wisc.edu 608 263-4304

April 2526—Black Hills Fiber Arts Fair, Rapid City, SD, www.blackhillsfiberartsfair.org 

May 34—Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival, Howard County Fairgrounds, West 
Friendship, MD www.sheepandwool.org 

May 34—UWRiver Falls Block & Bridle Prospect Weekend, Ellsworth, WI.  
www.wisconsinclublambassociation.com or http://site.uwrfbnb.com/ 

May 4—UWMadison Badger Bonanza Lamb Show, Public Events Facility, Arlington 
Agricultural Research Station, Arlington, WI. www.uwsaddlesirloin.com or Lynzie 
Miller 262 719-7814

May 10—DodgePoint Lamb & Pig Extravaganza, Iowa County Fairgrounds, Mineral 
Point, WI. Contact: Mike Robinson, 608 987-0730 ext 308, or Denny McGraw, 608 
935-3307 ext. 4053.

May 1617—Wisconsin Museum of Quilts & Fiber Arts University Days. (Registration 
open through April 28) Register in person at the Museum at N50 W5050 Portland Road, 
Cedarburg, WI, or online at www.wiquiltmuseum.com. Information: 262 546-0300.

May 1618—Shepherd’s Harvest Sheep & Wool Festival, Lake Elmo, MN 
www.shepherdsharvestfestival.org, Julie McKenzie 612 961-9625

May 17—Mauston Jackpot Lamb Show, Juneau County Fairgrounds, Mauston, WI. 
Contact Alicia Treml 608 479-0404 or Todd Cherney 608 547-0200.

May 18—UWPlatteville Pioneer Showdown, Grant County Fairgrounds, Lancaster, 
WI. www.pioneershowdown.com 

May 2425—Great Lakes Fiber Show, Wayne County Fairgrounds, Wooster, OH 
www.greatlakesfibershow.com 

May 25—Badger 500 Lamb & Pig Shows, Rock County Fairgrounds, Janesville, WI. 
Contact: Jeff Johnson, 262 949-0073

May 31—Grand Slam Lamb Jackpot, Darlington, WI Contact: Brad Berget 
bradberget@gmail.com 

May 31—Dust ‘Em Off Show, St. Croix County Fairgrounds, Glenwood City, WI. Master 
Stockman competition in morning, shows begin at 2:30. www.stcroixbreedingstock.com 
or Lori /Warren, wldfarms@gmail.com 

June 1—Deadline to apply: ASI Sheep Heritage Foundation Memorial Scholarship 
Applications: ASI Office, mary@sheepusa.org or 303 771-3500

June 67—Hoosier Hills Fiber Festival, Johnson County Fairgrounds, Franklin, IN 
www.hoosierhillsfiberfestival.com 

June 7—WLBA Spring Preview Show, Jefferson Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. Contact: Jill 
Alf, 608 868-2505 or alfhamp@centurytel.net or www.wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com 
Entries due on May 1.

June 14—Midwest Junior Preview Show,  Sedalia, MO  www.midwestjuniorpreview 
show.com 

June 1415—Wisconsin Junior Livestock Show Camp, Wisconsin State Fair Park. 
Information: Jill Alf, 608 868-2505 or alfhamp@centurytel.net Registrations due on 
May 15.

June 1415—Iowa Sheep & Wool Festival, Jasper County Fairgrounds, Colfax, IA 
www.iowasheepandwoolfestival.com 

June 16—Application Deadline: Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Coop Scholarships. 
(must be postmarked no later than June 15 – late entries not accepted) For application: 
www.wisbc.com (go to Youth Activities) or contact Jill Alf, 608 868-2505 wisbc@
centurytel.net 

June 2022—Black Sheep Gathering, Lane County Fairgrounds, Eugene, OR 
www.blacksheepgathering.org 

June 21—Interstate Livestock Show, Polk County Fairgrounds, St. Croix Falls, WI 
Contact: Charlene Strabel 715 349-5935, strabel@sirentel.net, Ed Dittbrenner 715 822-
2640, edit@centurytel.net, Brian Johnston 715 825-4496

June 2429—Midwest Stud Ram Sale, Sedalia, MO. 573 442-8257 

July 36—21st AllAmerican Junior Show, Kansas State Fairgrounds, Hutchinson, KS 
www.countrylovin.com/AAJSS or email info@allamericanjuniorshow.com 

July 8—Ad/Copy Deadline – Summer Issue, Wisconsin Shepherd. Copy: rbblack@
powercom.net; Ads: Lynn Crooks, 608 723-6817 alcrooks@tds.net 

July 1316—Howard Wyman Sheep Industry Leadership School, Dixon, CA. 
Applications due May 3. www.nlfa-sheep.org 

July 1719—National Targhee Show & Sale, Brookings, SD www.targheesheep.org 

July 19—Annual GrassWorks Picnic in partnership with Indianhead Sheep Breeders 
Association, Shepherd Valley Farm, Dave & Sonja Johnson, RSVP shepherdvalley1859@
gmail.com or 608 323-2109 by July 10. 

July 31August 10—Wisconsin State Fair, West Allis, WI www.wistatefair.com 

August 1—Deadline – Festival Gate Brochure Advertising, Wisconsin Sheep & Wool 
Festival. Ad Sales: Lynn Crooks, 608 723-6817 alcrooks@tds.net 

August 15—Registration – Entry Deadline: Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival 
fiber arts classes, sheep shows and activities. 608 868-2505, wisbc@centurytel.net 
www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com 

August 16—6th Annual Wisconsin Summer Spectacular, Marathon Fair Park, Wausau, 
WI Information: www.wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com. Entries due July 31.

September 57—Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival, Jefferson Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. 
www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com. Registration/Entry Information: 608 868-
2505 or wisbc@centurytel.net 

September 7—Wisconsin Club Lamb Association Annual Meeting, Sheep 
Barn, Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival, Jefferson Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. 
www.wisconsinclublambassociation.com 

September 20—Indianhead Sheep Breeders Shearing School, Duane Klindworth 
Farm, Augusta, WI. Information: www.indianheadsheep.com or Duane Klindworth 715 
286-4157

September 22—Ad/Copy Deadline – Fall Issue, Wisconsin Shepherd. Copy: rbblack@
powercom.net ; Ads: Lynn Crooks, 608 723-6817 alcrooks@tds.net 

October 1819—New York State Sheep & Wool Festival, Dutchess County Fairgrounds, 
Rhinebeck, NY. www.sheepandwool.com 


